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BRETHREN AND Frienps; | stand here to-day in compliance 
with the request of that beloved brother, who now sleeps in 
death. I visited him the last day but one before he died. A short 
time before I left him, he requested me to preach at his fu- 
neral; then taking his Bible, which he had by his pillow, and with 
his feeble hand holding it out to me, and pointing to a particular 
passage, he said, “I wish you to preach from that text.” It was 
the Second Epistle to Timothy, 1 : 18. “The Lord grant unto him, 
that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day.” He then proceeded 
to say; “I want you to dwell particularly upon this idea, that we de- 
pend on the mercy of the Lord for our salvation ; and that ministers of 
the Gospel, as well as others, will need that mercy at the judgment day.” 
He then repeated the suggestion, “ What I wish you particularly to 
show is, that the salvation of ministers, as well as of all others, depends on 
the sovereign mercy of God ; and that it is infinitely important that we ob- 
tain that mercy now and hereafter. Dwell upon the idea, that we shall 
need to find mercy of the Lord at the last day.” This is the sentiment 
which he enlarged upon in various ways; and in the whole of that 
interview he showed, that the doctrine of salvation by the free 
mercy and grace of God, through the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ, was the ground of his hope and the spring of his consola- 
tions on his dying bed. 


Deeply impressed with the recollection of that last interview, 
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and with the suggestions then made respecting the object of this 
funeral sermon, I know not how I can better discharge the solemn 
duty which devolves on me, than to exhibit the doctrine of salvation 
by grace, as exemplified in that dear minister of Christ, whose lifeless 
body now lies before us. And permit me to say, that what I shall ad- 
vance on this subject will not be a matter of conjecture ; nor will it 
be made out from a mere general acquaintance with Dr. Church 
as a minister of the Gospel ; but will be the result of my intercourse 
and friendship with him for almost fifty years ; an intercourse and 
friendship so free, familiar, and intimate, that I have as true a know- 
ledge of his mind and heart, as one man can have of the mind and 
heart of another in the present world. Besides this, I speak in the 
presence of a church and society for whom he labored in the 
ministry thirty-seven years, and who will jidge of the correctness 
of my remarks. 

I invite you, then, to contemplate the doctrine of salvation by grace, 
as exemplified in our departed brother ; and particularly as it was the ob- 
ject of his faith, the matter of his imoard experience, and the spring of 
his pious and useful life. 

In the first place, the doctrine of salvation by grace was the ob- 
ject of his faith. He regarded this as the essence of the Gospel—the 
great truth, in which all other truths of revelation centre. He be- 
lieved, as the followers of Christ in all ages have believed, that the 
salvation of men is wholly of God ; that it originated in his eternal and 
unchangeable love ; that it is entirely and pre-eminently a work of divine 
mercy and grace towards the ill-deserving and the miserable. 

The nature and the method of Gospel salvation implies, that man 
is an apostate being, alienated trom God, dead in sin, totally lost, 
without any power to atone for his sins, and without any spring of 
holiness or tendency to obedience in himself. This ruined state of 
the human family is pre-supposed in the work of redemption. 

Christ came to seek and save that which was lost; to save men 
from their sins ; so that all to whom the work of redeeming mercy 
can apply are depraved and lost. This depraved and lost state 
must not, however, be viewed as the calamity of innocent beings. 
The posterity of Adam, according to the Scriptures, are all sinners. 
The evil which is in them is moral evil, and it is their own, for which 
they are justly exposed to the divine displeasure ; and their con- 
demnation is an act of God’s righteousness, as lawgiver and judge. 
Such was the belief of our lamented brother. He looked upon the 
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law of God, and the plan of his providential government, as holy, 
just, and good. He believed the divine appointment, connecting the 
character and condition of Adam’s posterity with his conduct, to 
have been an act not only of sovereignty, but of wisdom and righte- 
ousness, With his views of the divine character, he wanted nothing 
to satisfy him that the constitution or appointment, so plainly and 
so emphatically asserted in Rom. 5: 12-19, was just and right, but 
the simple fact that it was the appointment of God. And he wanted 
nothing to satisfy him that it was the appointment of God but the 
declaration of an inspired writer. This was the end of the matter. 
He considered it a point of doctrine not to be made out by human rea- 
soning and philosophy, but to be taught by revelation—a doctrine to 
be shaped and determined, not by the weakness and shallowness of 
the human mind, but by the unsearchable and boundless wisdom of 
the divine mind. 

Here, then, the work of salvation by grace comes in. God so 
loved the world—the alienated, sinful world—that he gave his only 
begotten Son to die for them. And the Saviour came and actually 
died for them when they were enemies. To deliver them from the 
curse of the law, he was made a curse for them. By his obedience 
and death he made propitiation for sin, and procured forgiveness 
and eternal life for all believers. This was the faith of Dr. Church. 
He believed the finished righteousness of Christ, consisting in his 
perfect obedience and vicarious sufferings, to be the only ground of 
our forgiveness, the grand, meritorious cause of salvation; as it is 
written, there is no other name under heaven given among men whereby 
we can be saved, but the name of Jesus. And while Jesus is the only 
Saviour, he is also all-sufficient, able to save the chief of sinners, and 
to save to the uttermost ; so that no one need to despair or be driven 
back on account of the greatness of his sins. The salvation to be 
obtained is salvation by grace ; a free, gratuitous salvation, not rest- 
ing at all on any moral worth in us, but springing wholly from the 
eternal love and mercy of God. Such a salvation, and such only, 
is adapted to those who have destroyed themselves, and have not 
now, and never can have, any worthiness to entitle them to the di- 
vine favor. To those who are in this condition Jesus Christ is pre- 
sented as a complete Saviour, in whom all fulness dwells ; and those 
who are ready to perish, are invited to come to him and receive of 
his fulness, that all their need may be supplied. Thus the door of 
mercy is opened ; a Saviour, unspeakably precious and glorious, 
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and every way suited to our case, is revealed, and we are called 
upon by the voice of infinite majesty and infinite love to receive 
him. Oh! how many times, and with what affectionate earnestness 
has that tongue, which is now silent in death, proclaimed this glo- 
rious Gospel doctrine, this provision of mercy for the salvation of 
men! And how feelingly did he dwell upon it in that last happy 
hour which I spent with him, just before his decease ! 

But it is implied in that doctrine of salvation by grace, which is 
taught in the Scriptures, and which our departed brother so cor- 
dially believed, that men in their natural state will not come to 
Christ that they may have life ; that, while left to themselves, they 
will be governed by that carnal mind which is enmity against God, 
and disobedience to his law ; and, consequently, that their recovery 
to holiness, as really as their forgiveness, must be of God. He calls 
sinners with a holy calling ; not according to their works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpose and grace. He sends his Spirit to con- 
vince them of sin, and to bring them to receive Christ as he is of- 
fered in the Gospel. They are born of God. The commencement 
and progress of their renewal to holiness is “not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the willof man, but of God.” Their obe- 
dience springs not from any power or principle of action naturally 
in them, but from the divine Spirit. He works in them all the good 
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power. 
Every Christian virtue is the fruit, not of man’s fallen nature, but 
of the Holy Spirit. The application of redemption to sinners is to 
be ascribed wholly to God. He turns them, and they are turned. 
He gives them repentance, and they repent. He works faith in them, 
and they believe. They love, when he sheds abroad his love in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghost. They obey, when he writes his law in 
their hearts. So the prophets and apostles taught; and so our dear 
brother believed, so he conversed, and so he preached. Nor did 
he trouble himself to show how our entire and constant dependence 
on the Spirit of God is to be reconciled to our free, moral agency. 
He knew them to be reconcilable, because he knew them both to 
be true. He believed their consistency as fully as though he could 
have shown, with perfect clearness, how they are consistent. He 
left the actual reconciling of them to be made out where only it can 
be well made out, that is, in the inward experience and consciousness 
of Christians. 

An important part of salvation is the justification of those who be- 
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lieve ; which is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardons all 
our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, not for our works, 
and not for any merit in our repentance or faith, but altogether on 
account of Christ as our atoning High Priest, and on the ground 
of his death and intercession. The apostle, Rom. 4: 6, speaks of 
God’s imputing righteousness without works. The merit of Christ’s 
obedience and sufferings, the whole merit of his mediatorial cha- 
racter and work, is imputed to believers—is so made over to them, 
so reckoned to their account, that it avails to their benefit, and they 
receive the blessings of it as really, as though they themselves were 
righteous. They are justified by faith—a faith which falls in with the 
scheme of grace revealed in the Gospel, and receives Christ as the 
only Saviour, and the blessings of salvation as a free gift. Thus 
the whole of salvation comes from our God and Saviour, and will 
be for ever to the praise of the glory of his grace. 

This work of salvation is so carried on in the souls of the re- 
deemed, that they are secured against final apostacy, gradually 
delivered from the sin that dwells in them, and advanced from 
one degree of sanctification to another, till they are made perfect 
in holiness, and admitted to the inheritance of the saints in light. 
There they will receive their reward; but it is a reward, not of 
debt, but of grace. They will not stand upon their own merit at 
the bar of justice. The sentiment will be as deeply fixed in 
their hearts at the judgment-day, as it ever was before; “If 
thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord, who could stand?” 
Their entrance into the heavenly world will be as much a matter 
of grace, as their renewal by the Spirit, or the forgiveness of 
their sins when they first believed. So our dear brother regard- 
ed it, living and dying. Among his last words, he said, with 
great earnestness ; “‘ We shall need to find mercy of the Lord at 
the last day.” 

It was also his serious and consoling belief, that the Lord Je- 
sus will, according to his promise, carry on this gracious work 
of salvation in the church and in the world, till all who were 
given him of the Father shall come to him, and the innumerable 
and glorious multitude of his people shall be presented, without 
spot, before the throne of God, and thus the work of grace be 
brought to its final consummation. 

But this doctrine of salvation by grace is so extensive, that I 
can do nothing on this occasion, but give you some of its out- 
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lines. The subject can never be exhausted. It will be the theme 
of devout and happy contemplation to the saints in heaven 
through everlasting ages. 

Now when I say that this doctrine was the object of faith to 
our departed brother, I say nothing which distinguishes him from 
others. The belief of the doctrine is common to all evangelical 
ministers and Christians. But if Doctor Church was not dis- 
tinguished from ministers and Christians generally by what he 
believed, he was by the manner of his believing, that is, by the 
strength and constancy cf his faith. Many who really believe 
the Gospel doctrine of divine grace, believe it feebly and imper- 
fectly. Their faith is partial, divided, and fluctuating. Other 
things occupy their minds, and occasion hesitation and doubt. 
But it was the happiness of our brother, that he held this great 
and essential doctrine with a strong and steady faith,—a faith 
which rested, with full confidence, on the sure word of God. 
He was firmly anchored; and no violence of winds or waves 
could move him. His faith was too powerful to be shaken by 
speculative objections. It was proof against every form of op- 
position. Like Abraham, he was strong in faith, giving glory to 
God. Whether he conversed, or preached, or prayed, he show- 
ed that the things revealed in the Scriptures respecting the sal- 
vation of sinners were all reali ies to him,—present realities,— 
certainties. He would have doubted his own existence, or the 
existence of God, as soon as he would have doubted the doc- 
trines of grace. And with this firm, unwavering faith, which is 
of more value than all that the world holds dear, he, of course, 
gave great prominence to the doctrines of grace. If we believe 
these things doubtingly, we shall be likely to regard them as of 
little value, and to place them in the back ground. When the 
apostle gave such prominence to the doctrine of Christ crucified, 
and resolved to know nothing else in comparison, he showed 
that he believed it confidently,—believed it with all his heart. 
In reality, the doctrines of grace are of such a nature that, if 
they are true doctrines, they are chief doctrines. We cannot 
heartily believe them, without regarding them as of the first 
consequence in the system of divine truth, and giving them, as the 
apostle did, the highest place. It is, moreover, a fact, that the great 
and comprehensive doctrine of salvation by grace, when rightly 
apprehended and firmly believed, reflects a clear light on all 
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other related subjects, and helps us to dispose of them justly. 
It also helps us to detect error. For whatever interferes with 
this chief truth, or leads us to consider it as less important than 
the apostle represented it to be, we know to be false; just as 
we know any opinion in philosophy or ethics to be false, which 
would withdraw our homage from God, or our confidence from 
his word. If we build upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, our 
edifice will have symmetry, beauty, and strength. It was this 
which gave the stamp of excellence to the faith of our lamented 
brother, and made it like the faith of the apostles and first Chris- 
tians. He made Christ the chief corner stone. Salvation by 
grace through the blood of the cross, was the grand article of 
his faith. And it was by this, as a test, that he determined the 
truth or falsity of other doctrines. And as he held this great 
Gospel doctrine in so high and commanding a light, he was en- 
abled to assign their proper places to other doctrines subordi- 
nate to this. He regarded all the truths of revelation as pre- 
cious. But he endeavored to judge of their comparative value 
according to the inspired standard, making that first, which the 
sacred writers make first, and those secondary and subordinate, 
which they make secondary and subordinate. 

But I must dismiss this point, and proceed to what I proposed 
in the second place. While the doctrine of salvation by grace 
was the object of faith to the good man who has been taken from 
us, it was also the matter of his inward experience. Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, his religious character was formed in 
correspondence with this Gospel truth, and under its influence. 

Forty-three years ago I began to have a more particular ac- 
quaintance and correspondence with this dear brother on the 
subject of religion. Soon after that, we were united together, 
as companions and room-mates, in the study of theology. So 
that I had opportunity to know all that could be known by man 
of his religious views and exercises. On this subject I could 
with pleasure discourse to you for many hours. But I must con- 
fine myself to the object proposed, namely, to show that the 
doctrine of salvation by grace was wrought into our brother’s 
inward, spiritual experience, and that his religious exercises and 
habits manifestly corresponded with this Gospel truth, and were 
the counterpart of it, answering to it, as the impress on wax an- 
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swers to the form of the seal. I mean to say, it was so in a 
good measure, not perfectly. Gospel truth is, in itself, absolutely 
perfect. And entire conformity to it in our inward views and 
affections, would imply a more exalted state than any one attains 
to in the present life. Of this, who was ever more conscious 
than Doctor Church? The leading point in his religious expe- 
rience, was a deep and continually growing conviction of his own 
sinfulness and ill desert. This conviction did not relate specially 
to his outward conduct. For this had been remarkably fair and 
blameless from early life. Through the whole period of his edu- 
cation, there was nothing in his deportment which any one could 
regard as inconsistent with the character of a Christian. But 
during his last year at Harvard College, he had strong, and 
sometimes distressing conviction of sin. He felt that the de- 
scription which the inspired writers give of the depraved heart, 
was all true in respect to himself. It was as certain to him as 
his own existence, that he was by nature a child of wrath; that 
he had that carnal mind which is enmity against God; and that, 
in his natural state, he had no spring of holy love, no element of 
goodness. After many serious exercises, and a long and painful 
struggle in his own mind, he came at length to the full persua- 
sion, that it was not in him to renew his own heart. He was 
convinced by his own experience, that, whatever motives might 
be urged upon him, and whatever efforts he might make, he 
could effect nothing without the influence of the Holy Spirit; 
that he had destroyed himself, and that help must come from 
God, or he must perish. He was finally brought .into a state of 
self-despair. He was fully persuaded that it would be just in 
God to leave him to perish, and that, if he was saved, it must 
be by God’s sovereign grace. In that state of mind he took the 
low place before God which properly belongs to the sinner; and 
there he was, humbled, broken-hearted, helpless; justifying the - 
divine law, abhorring himself, expecting no relief from his own 
exertions,—but still cleaving to the hope, that God would inter- 
pose and have mercy upon him. I well remember how strongly 
and tenderly he spoke of these things in conversation, and espe- 
cially in his letters; and with what humble gratitude he set forth 
the work of divine grace, after He who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, shined in his heart, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; and 
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after he was induced, with sincerity and joy, to accept the merci- 
ful invitation of the Saviour, “come unto me, and I will give you 
rest.” Jesus gave him rest. His religious exercises at that time 
were uncommonly clear and decided, and gave his Christian 
friends very satisfactory evidence that he had passed from death 
to life. And yet he himself was so occupied with adoring views 
of the abounding grace of God, and with a sense of his own 
sinfulness and unworthiness, that he thought but little, compara- 
tively, of his own exercises. His prevailing sentiment was not 
this: I have now become a Christian, an heir of heaven! O! how 
happy I am, and how happy I shall be for ever! It was 
rather this: How great and glorious is God! How wonderful 
his mercy in saving them that are lost! How vile and hateful is 
sin! How precious the Saviour! What shall I render to the 
Lord for all his benefits ! 

And as this was the aspect of his spiritual experience at that 
period, so it continued to be through life. He felt more and 
more, that salvation is of God. All the good in man he as- 
cribed to divine grace; and he relied upon that grace for the 
whole of salvation. It was the steady, permanent habit of his 
mind, to exalt God and to humble himself. The greater his 


_ knowledge of the holiness and grace of God, the greater was 


his self-abasement. These two appeared to keep pace with each 
other. It was this which marked his progress in the Christian 
life, much as it marked the life of David Brainerd. Indeed 
there was, in general, a striking resemblance between the re- 
ligious exercises and states of Brainerd and those of Doctor 
Church. In his letters, some of them written forty years ago, 
and some a short time before his death, he enlarged upon this 
precious truth, and seemed to cling to it as his only support, that 
Christ is all in all,—our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctifi- 
cation, and our redemption; that we must, by faith, receive of 
his fulness, and that in proportion as we do this, we are com- 
plete in him. Any magnifying of the power of sinful, self-ruined 
man for the great business of sanctification and the divine life; 
any thing which implied that there is any sufficiency in us for 
spiritual duty; any thing which tended to hinder us from walk- 
ing by faith on the Son of God, or to hide from us the truth, that 
all our sufficiency is of God,—any thing which tended to such 
a result, instantly excited his apprehension. He turned away 
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from it and rejected it, as contrary to his experience and spirit- 
ual taste,—contrary to his prayers, and to all the movements and 
impulses of his renewed nature; and, what is more than all, 
contrary to the spirit of the sacred writers. It cost him no long 
labor of reasoning to find out an error like this. He had al- 
ready detected it in his own heart. He knew it to be an error, 
just as he knew atheism to be an error. He saw it to be the off- 
spring of the pride and loftiness of the heart, yea, pride and 
loftiness itself, however concealed under an imposing form. 

But I must now quit this pleasing topic, and proceed to another, 
not less pleasing. That doctrine of salvation by grace, which was 
thus wrought into the inward experience of our beloved brother, 
was the spring of his pious and useful life. It was by his full convic- 
tion and unwavering belief of this great Gospel doctrine, and by an 
inward affection and habit of mind corresponding with it, that he 
came to possess the efficacious principle of a holy and useful life. 

The mistake of many, and that which occasions a constant fail- 
ure in their endeavors after holiness is, that they go to work in re- 
ligion, without the inward, vital principle of religion. They look for 
fruit, without planting the seed; for motion, without life ; for right 
action, without any effectual enduring spring. Conscience is not 
the effectual spring of right action. Self-love is not. Fear of misery 
is not. Speculative knowledge of the truth is not. The pressure 
of external motives is not. A general, intellectual belief of the Gos- 
pel is not. Diligent attention to the external forms of religion is 
not. Any or all of these may exist, and may unite their forces, and 
may produce a visible effect upon the surface of a man’s cha- 
racter. But they have no power to overcome the carnal mind, the 
principle of evil in the heart. We must be created anew in Christ 
Jesus; must be born again. The Spirit of God must take up his 
abode in us—must impart spiritual life ; and then we shall live unto 
God. We must have that faith which God works in the heart ; and 
then good works will follow. When the tree is made good, the fruit 
will be good. When we truly believe in the doctrine of Christ cru- 
cified, and come into contact with it; then the world will be crucified 
to us, and we to the world. 

As to our beloved brother, we have the best evidence that he 
had the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which Christ represents as 
a well of living water, springing up to everlasting life. God, for the 
great love wherewith he loved him, called him, as we trust, with a 
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holy calling, according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given him in Christ before the world was. He was turned from sin. 
He renounced self. He embraced the Saviour, and the free salva- 
tion provided. He cordially submitted to the righteousness of God. 
In this way he came to possess an effectual, enduring spring of 
holy action; a real motive to obedience—a motive powerful enough 
to subdue all antagonist principles in the depraved heart. His love 
to Christ constrained him to serve Christ. His faith gave him a 
victory over the world. This evangelical faith, this spiritual affec- 
tion, taking hold of the great Gospel truth—see how mightily it 
wrought in him! See what fruits it yielded! It prepared him to 
live and act right in all the relations and all the conditions of life. 
Those who enjoyed his ministerial instructions can testify what his 
ministry was. I might appeal to the people of his former charge in 
the language of Paul: “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how ho- 
lily, and justly, and unblameably he behaved himself among you 
that believe; as ye know how he exhorted and comforted, and 
charged every one of you, (as a father doth his children,) that ye 
would walk worthy of God, who hath called you to his kingdom 
and glory.” You are all witnesses, that he aimed faithfully and 
affectionately to declare unto you the whole counsel of God; that 
he sought not yours, but you; that he determined to know nothing 
among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified ; and that his speech 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power; and that, if any of you fall short of 
heaven, it cannot be charged to the want of faithfulness in him. 
Doctor Church was a minister of the Gospel more than forty 
years, and was known extensively in our community. And I might 
now appeal to ministers, and all others acquainted with him, and 
ask, whether his example did not show that he had been with 
Jesus, and had learned of him who was meek and lowly in heart. 
What minister or Christian did you ever know, who more uniform- 
ly exhibited the love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, and temperance, which are the fruits of the 
Spirit, or who had more of the likeness of Christ? Who in our 
day gives clearer evidence that he has been born again; that he is 
led by the Spirit ; that he is dead to the world, and alive unto God ? 
Who manifests a more cordial and ardent desire than he did, for the 
spread of the Gospel and the salvation of sinners? Who can more 
sincerely make his appeal to God, and say, “O how I love thy 
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law! It is my meditation all the day.” Who has more just and scrip- 
tural views of the free and sovereign mercy of God? Who is more 
evidently clothed with humility? Who has more of that temper 
which springs from a reverential and delightful communion with 
God? Of whom can it be more truly said, that he walks with God, 
and thinks and acts in concert with the Holy Ghost? In a word, 
what Christian lives more as a Christian ought to live, and what 
minister lives more as a minister ought to live? It is, my friends, 
a circumstance of solemn import to us, that such a man of God 
has, for so many years, been among us; and I hope we shall not 
forget, that we must have another meeting with him before the 
judgment-seat of Christ. The Lord grant unto us, that we may 
find mercy of the Lord in that day. 

Doctor Church was called by Divine Providence to act in many 
important stations, only a part of which can now be mentioned. 
His sound judgment, his strict integrity, his disinterested desire to 
do good, and his enlightened, well-directed zeal, secured the es- 
teem and confidence of all who were acquainted with him. It was 
always felt to be safe to entrust the most weighty public concerns 
in his hands. He was an active friend of all our benevolent Socie- 
ties and Institutions, and was always ready, to the extent of his 
ability, and beyond his ability, to contribute to their objects. Early 
in the operations of the American Tract Society, and for many 
years, he was a member of the Executive and Publishing Commit- 
tee. For twenty years he was a member of the Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, and a Trustee of Dartmouth Col- 
lege. For fourteen years he was a Trustee of Phillips Academy 
and the Theological Seminary in Andover. He was a Director and 
afterwards Vice-President of the New Hampshire Bible Society, 
and President of the New Hampshire Missionary Society. He 
was also Secretary of the General Association of New Hamp- 
shiré from the time it was organized, A. D. 1809, till his death. 
In his relation to these and various other public institutions, the 
influence of his religious principles was always manifest. While 
he was warmly attached to the cause of learning and public mo- 
rals, to the welfare of civil society, and to all our benevolent en- 
terprises ; he was sure never to forget the essence of Christianity—the 
doctrine of salvation by grace. With him this was the paramount 
object. His cordial belief of this doctrine, and the corresponding 
affections of his heart, had an elevating, sanctifying effect upon his 
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public character. His piety was a permanent, practical principle, 
influencing him in all his public as well as private conduct. When 
did he ever form plans for his own promotion or worldly interest ? 
Who ever thought, or even suspected, that he was governed by am- 
bition? The various honors conferred upon him were unsought ; 
and he would doubtless have been as contented without them as 
with them. His conversation, his prayers, and his public conduct 
evinced that his heart was imbued with the Spirit of Christ; that 
he loved the pure Gospel, and held the honor of God above all 
earthly objects. Those who were associated with him in the work 
of the ministry, and in the management of our religious institutions, 
knew what entire confidence they could repose in him. They had 
no suspicion of any selfish ends, any under current, any sinister 
motives; of any thing, in short, but unreserved devotion to the 
cause of Christ. Amid the perilous commotions of the public mind, 
and the shipwreck of the faith of many, he stood firm as a rock. 
His confidence in the doctrines of the Gospel was unmoved, yea, 
it gained increasing power. He was “ stablished, strengthened, set- 
tled.” Whatever fears we might have that others would be car- 
ried about with every wind of doctrine ; we had no fear respecting 
him. He knew the truth of the Gospel by his own experience. He 
had the witness in himself. He had the unction of the Holy Spirit. 
The influence of a man possessing such excellencies of character 
was every where felt, and every where invaluable. His upright and 
faithful labors and fervent prayers brought rich blessings upon all 
with whom he was connected. And all who love the prosperity of 
the church, and the welfare of the human family, have reason to 
praise the Most High God, that he raised up such a man among 
us ; that he endued him with such inward goodness, and such quali- 
fications for usefulness, and continued his precious life so long. 
And whenever our eyes are permitted to behold a man and a Gos- 
pel minister so moulded and guided by the Holy Spirit, and so 
like Christ as he was; we will devoutly acknowledge it as a spe- 
cial token of God’s mercy, and will bless him for the precious gift. 
Will you now bear with the preacher, while he says a word 
for himself on this mournful occasion? I would not’ cease to 
thank God that, after death has removed far from me the 
greater part of those with whom I was most intimately asso- 
ciated in former years, there are still continued to me so many 
beloved brethren, and friends, and fellow-laborers. But in vain 
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do | look for one, with whom I have had such an endeared, un- 
interrupted, and entire friendship for so many years, as I enjoy- 
ed with this excellent brother. My acquaintance with him com- 
menced in my youth, almost half a century ago. From that time 
our friendship continued and increased. We labored for each 
other’s improvement, and rejoiced in each other’s prosperity ; 
and we passed together, with sympathizing hearts, through many 
scenes of trial and sorrow. About twenty-five years ago, I was 
called to stand in this place and minister to the consolation of 
my afflicted brother, then suddenly bereaved of the beloved wife 
of his youth. The example of his peaceful submission, and his 
serene and cheerful spirit on that occasion, and in other times 
of affliction, was peculiarly delightful and profitable. I reckon it 
among the choicest blessings of my life, that I had such a friend 
and brother. Indeed, he was more than a brother. I looked to 
him as a counsellor. In how many seasons of difficulty was I 
cheered and assisted by his advice! How many times did his 
conversation and his prayers help to chase away the dark clouds 
which had gathered over my head! Whenever any burden 
pressed heavily upon me, and I felt myself ready to sink under 
it, a desire to see my brother Church always sprung up in my 
heart; and a visit from him never failed to encourage and 
strengthen me, and either to remove the burden, or to help me 
cheerfully to bear it. How lovely was his character, as a man 
and as a minister,—so meek, so lamb-like, so Christ-like! I 
never knew a man whose temper was more sweet and tranquil 
than his, or whose heart was more free from resentment, and 
evil surmisings, and every thing contrary to love, or whose 
tongue was more effectually guarded against evil-speaking, or 
guided more entirely by the law of kindness. 

I cannot but consider it an inestimable privilege, that I was 
permitted to visit that good man a short time before his death. 
During that last happy hour which I spent with him, he con- 
versed with perfect clearness and great freedom on a variety of 
most interesting subjects. But after that, as I am informed, he 
was able to converse no more. Do you ask how he appeared 
on his dying bed? He appeared just as every one who knew 
him thought that he would appear. I presume there was no 
man acquainted with the manner of his life, who did not expect 
that his end would be peace. And so it was. He had,—yes, on 
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his dying bed,—he had a penitent heart and a contrite spirit. 
He said, with evident tenderness of feeling, that he looked upon 
himself as a poor, unworthy, sinful man. But he was filled with 
admiration at the wonderful goodness of God. He felt then, as 
he had so long felt before, that he depended for salvation on 
God’s sovereign grace ;—he felt this as really as he did when 
he first called upon the almighty Saviour for the life of his soul. 
In that last scene his faith rested directly on its great object. 
His peace, and hope, and joy were derived, not from what he 
saw in himself,—though he had satisfactory evidence of his piety, 
—but from what he saw in Christ,—his infinite love, his readi- 
ness to save, his inexhaustible fulness. He gave thanks to God 
that he had been directed of late, more than formerly, to meditate 
on the glory of Christ. He spoke of the precious books he had 
read within the last year or two, referring particularly to Owen 
on the Glory of Christ, Stevenson on the Offices of Christ, 
Good’s Better Covenant, and President Dickinson’s Letters. He 
repeatedly expressed a strong desire that ministers, and those 
who are preparing for the ministry, might know more of the pre- 
ciousness of Christ, and might more fully declare his unsearch- 
able riches to others. He wanted Christ to be more honored. 
He said, in a very solemn, impressive manner, that he had fears 
there were some ministers who had never been born again, and 
were destitute of the spirit of religion. And he wished all min- 
isters to feel that they constantly needed the grace of Christ. 
He expressed a lively interest in the welfare of our Theological 


' Seminary, and said he should be glad, if it might be the will of 


God, to visit it once more. He said, too, there were several things 
he had designed to do for the cause of Christ; but he was 
willing to leave it with God to determine whether he should live 
todo them or not. It was indeed a happy thing to be near such 
a servant of Christ, when he was so near to heaven. And now, 
whatever may be my lot in earthly things, the Lord grant unto me 
that I may live as that dear brother lived, and die as he died! 

The bereaved children will, I trust, mingle gratitude and joy 
with their sorrows. Render hearty thanks to God that he ma- 
nifested such kindness and grace towards your honored and 
beloved father, and impressed upon him so visibly the image 
of the meek and lowly Jesus. Thank God, not that your father 
was a minister, but that he was such a minister; and that you 








140 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


have for so long a time enjoyed his counsels, his example, 
and his prayers. These are all treasured up in your minds; 
—a rich inheritance, far better than any earthly possession. 
You have also that blessed volume which your father read 
and studied for so many years with increasing interest. You 
have, too, the writings of Scott, and Edwards, and Owen, and 
other excellent authors, which were so congenial to his taste, 
and so helpful to him in the divine life. They will now be 
dearer to you than ever before. I know, in some measure, 
what must have been the worth of such a father to you, and 
how great your present loss. I know how solitary that beloved 
home will be to you, where neither father nor mother can any 
more be found; and what a feeling of loneliness and sadness 
will steal into your minds after these funeral services are past. 
You will indeed have many sympathizing friends to comfort 
you; but your comfort must come chiefly from a heavenly 
source. Look, then, to your God, and the God of your father. 
His promises are precious. His grace will be sufficient for you. 
Through the aids of his Spirit cultivate that sweet serenity of 
mind, that peaceful submission, that pious contentment and 
cheerfulness, and that diligent attenticn to all the branches of 
duty, which you have seen exemplified in your honored father. 
Remember that it is an act of love for the Lord Jesus to call 
his servants home, that they may be with him where he is. 
Your father was very happy here below; yes, one of the happiest 
men I ever knew. He had a peculiar delight in the good things 
of the present life. And he had an uncommon degree of joy in 
God. But if he was peaceful and happy in this world, so full 
of sin and suffering, and so far from God; how exquisite must 
his happiness be in the presence of Him whom his soul loved. 
Oh! what joy swells his heart, to see Jesus face to face, to be 
wholly freed from sin, and to be filled with all the fulness of God! 
Let your thoughts dwell delightfully on that blessed world, 
where God is collecting together all that is pure, and excellent, 
and happy in the universe. May he be graciously near to you, 
to comfort your sorrowful hearts, and to give you a foretaste of 
celestial joy; so that you may say, even under this stroke of 
his hand, the Lord is good; his mercy endureth for ever. 
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